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 UMASS BOSTON WOMEN’S TENNIS PLACES SEVENTH AT LITTLE EAST CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
PROVIDENCE, RI – The University of Massachusetts Boston women’s tennis team compiled 6.5 points to finish in seventh place at the Little East Conference Championships in Providence, RI on the campus of host Rhode Island College.  Bridgewater State College won the team title with 20 points.
The Beacons gained five and a half points the first day, led by senior Aurora Lormeus (Milton, MA), who was seeded sixth in the Flight 1 singles bracket and defeated number three seed Meg Funk of Rhode Island College, 9-7 and advanced to the semifinals where she took down seventh-seeded Rachel Elman of Bridgewater State, 7-5, 7-6 (11).  Lormeus was finally beaten in the finals by number one seed Megan Cote, 7-6 (2), 6-1.  Lormeus experienced success with doubles partner Emily Johnson (Saugus, MA), as well, winning their first round match as the second seed at Flight 1 doubles, 8-6 over the seventh-seeded team of Nicole and Sara Willey of University of Southern Maine.  Lormeus and Johnson then teamed to defeat the number three seed tandem of Angie Bizzozero and  Jessica Francis of Bridgewater State, 8-6, to move into the final against the first seeded team of Funk and Sasha Doonan Rodriguez of Rhode Island College, where they were defeated 9-8 (2).  Johnson was the number five seed in singles action in Flight 2, defeating the number four seed, Brittany Hoynack of Western Connecticut State University, 8-6, but was knocked out in the semifinals by top seeded Bizzozero of Bridgewater State.
Freshman Brittany Engel (Freehold, NJ) and classmate Novita Dewi (Malang, Indonesia) combined for UMass Boston as the number six seed in Flight 3 doubles to down the number three seeded team of Hoynack and Kelly Macey from Western Connecticut State, 8-5, before bowing to the second-seeded duo of Alison Tripp and Paula Araujo of Bridgewater State, 8-1, in the semifinals.  Engel was defeated as the number eight seed in the first round of the Flight 4 singles bracket, 8-1, by number one seed Paulina Ucher of Bridgewater State and was also defeated in the consolation bracket by number five seed Kim Pham of UMass Dartmouth, 8-0.  

UMB sophomores Kristen Chan (Irvine, CA) and Katie McPherson (South Park, PA) were defeated as the eighth seed in Flight 2 doubles by top-seeded Elizabeth O’Connell and Julie Bannon of Rhode Island College, but won over number five seed Heather Hallman and Ashley Kirkpatrick of Southern Maine in the consolation round, 8-2.  Chan and McPherson were beaten in the consolation finals by sixth-seeded Sara Paunovic and Alicia Poore of Salem State, 8-2.  Chan lost her opening round singles match as the eighth seed in Flight 3 singles to O’Connell of RIC, 8-0 and was later beaten in the consolation bracket by number five seed Briley Boisvert of Plymouth State University, 8-4.  McPherson was defeated in her initial round match in Flight 5 singles as the number eight seed by the first seeded Tripp of Bridgewater State, 8-0 and was then beaten in the consolation bracket by fifth-seeded Buffy Garland of Plymouth State, 8-4.  
UMass Boston senior Bing Nguy (Sacramento, CA) played in the Flight 6 singles bracket as the number seven seed taking on the second seed from Bridgewater State, Danielle Linscott, but fell, 8-5, before losing in the consolation bracket to the sixth seeded Deborah Ferreira of Western Connecticut State, 8-2.

The Beacons finish the season with an overall record of 2-8, including a 1-6 mark in Little East Conference play.
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