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 ASHE LEADS UMASS BOSTON WOMEN’S BASKETBALL OVER PINE MANOR, 70-51, IN FIRST ROUND OF 2007 TIP-OFF CLASSIC
BOSTON, MA – Sophomore guard Caroline Ashe (West Roxbury, MA) scored 17 points in 24 minutes to lead the University of Massachusetts Boston women’s basketball team over visiting Pine Manor College, 70-51, tonight in the First Round of the 2007 UMass Boston Tip-Off Classic at the Clark Athletic Center on the UMass Boston campus.  The Beacons improve to 1-0 on the season, while the Gators fall to 0-1.
Regis College defeated Rutgers University-Camden in the first game of the tournament, 65-54, and will take on UMass Boston tomorrow in the championship game at 3:00 p.m., while Rutgers-Camden plays Pine Manor in the consolation match-up at 1:00 p.m.
Junior forward Amanda Dennis made a lay-up with 7:30 to go in the first half to give the Gators a 19-16 advantage, but Ashe canned one of three trifectas on the night to pull the Beacons even at 19-19 with 7:05 showing in the opening half.  UMass Boston outscored Pine Manor, 15-3 over the next five minutes, fueled by five points from Ashe, to take a 34-22 lead with two minutes to play in the half.  UMass Boston owned a 34-26 halftime advantage.
Senior forward Laura Cecil nailed a three-pointer with 47 seconds gone in the second half to pull the Gators to within 36-29, but it would be as close as they would get.  Cecil canned another trey for Pine Manor at 14:02 of the second stanza to cut the deficit to 45-37, but the Beacons went on a 9-2 run to take a 54-39 lead with 8:39 left in the second half.  UMass Boston led by as many as 20 points the rest of the way.  
The Beacons forced the Gators into 34 turnovers and held them to just 36.4% (20-55) shooting from the field.  
Ashe added six rebounds, two assists and a steal to her night, while senior guard Myrna Tangar (Randolph, MA) posted a double-double of 11 points and 10 rebounds on 4-5 from the field to go with a steal, a block and an assist in 19 minutes of action.  Senior center Alicia Querusio (Somerville, MA) made the most of her minutes with 12 points, two rebounds, a block and an assist in 16 minutes and senior forward Courtney Meninger (Everett, MA) contributed with 10 points, three rebounds, a block and an assist.  Dennis led Pine Manor with a double-double of 16 rebounds and a game-high 14 boards to go with a game-best five steals, two blocks and two assists and Cecil finished with 14 points on 5-10 shooting in addition to five rebounds, four assists and two steals.
Regis College took a 37-25 lead at the intermission vs. Rutgers-Camden and looked to have things well in hand with a 45-31 advantage with 14:48 remaining in the second half, but the Lady Raptors came screeching back with an 18-3 run, capped by a pair of free throws from senior guard Imani Hafiz to take a 49-48 edge with 6:20 left to play in the second session.  The score was tied at 52-52 with 5:16 showing in the second half, before the Pride collected itself and put together a 13-2 blitz, paced by seven points from junior guard Laura Sears, to secure the win.
Regis College made itself comfortable at the free throw line, sinking 20 of 23 shots for an 87% clip and held Rutgers-Camden to just 33.3% (20-60) from the field.
Sophomore guard Jessie Page came off the bench to lead the Pride with a game-high 19 points and added five rebounds, five steals and four assists, while junior forward Kim Mariotti netted 16 points to go with three boards, a block and an assist.  Freshman forward Sarah McNult chipped in with eight points, 10 rebounds, two steals, two assists and a block as well.  Hafiz finished with 17 points, four rebounds, three steals and two assists for the Lady Raptors and senior guard Amber Parker dropped in 16 points, while grabbing two rebounds and making two steals.  Freshman Karima Blackwell ripped down 10 boards, scored seven points and made two steals.
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