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THE BEACON

WOMEN’S HOCKEY 14-12-1, 1090 ECAC WHAT’'S

NEXT 7

Two of the greatest Division |11 college BFINSe|\lele) Y A==
women'’sicehockey playerslaced upther skatesfor thelast time on Saturday.
Senior forward Melissa Belmonte (South Boston, MA) and Andrea
Ciarletta (Watertown, MA) played their final gamein UMassBoston's5- (@ lmlaSas
3semifinalslossat Rochester Ingtitute of Technology.

HAPPENED 7
Thepair burst onto the scene asfreshman with Ciarlettabeing named the —h

ECAC East Rookieof the Year after leading thenationin pointsper gameand MI 35L
goasper game, while Belmonte wasthe country’ sthird-leading scorer with

53 points. Theduo began the sagaon November 7, 2003 and Ciarlettatallied four pointsthat night, while
Belmonte collected three.

On Saturday, they each chippedin
with two points. You could sensethat
they didn’t want it to end, four years of
milestones, of swest and tearsand even
morelaughsand they weren’t theonly
ones. Senior defenseman Melissa
Wigmore (Duxbury, MA), perhaps
played thefinest gameof her Beacons
career. The forward, converted
defenseman sliced through the RIT
defense and netted her sixth god of the
season just 1:28 after the Tigers had
taken a 1-0 edge. Junior Lauren
O’Connor (Everett, MA) wasinon
theassist andthegamewastied at 1-1
at 8:26 of the opening period.

The scoreremained tied going into
thesecond period, but RIT scored three
times, including apower play tally to
takea4-1 advantage after two periods
of play.

TheTigersscored at 4:59 of thefina
period for a5-1 cushion, but Ciarletta
and junior forward Katherine Wall
(Arlington, MA) set up Belmontefor
her 21st goal of the season at 14:13 of
thethird period to makeit 5-2. UMass Boston sensed the urgency asit headed into the game’ sfinal minute
and Wigmore potted her second goal of the afternoon for her second two-goal effort of the season, thanksto
afeed fromwho else, but Belmonte and Ciarletta, with what would be 50 seconds|eft to play intheir careers.

Sophomore goalie Jessica Sams (Bellingham, MA) came up with 30 saves, including many of the
highlight-red veriety.

Senior, Melissa Wigmore



BELMONTE, WIGMORE AND CIARLETTANAMED TO
ECAC EAST WOMEN'S HOCKEY ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM

University of Massachusetts Boston women'sice hockey players Melissa Belmonte (South Boston,
MA) and Melissa Wigmore (Duxbury, MA) were both named to the Eastern CollegeAthletic Conference
East Second Team, while Andrea Ciarletta (Watertown, MA) was sl ected to the Honorable Mention Team.

Belmonte's selection is her first to the All-Conference squad since she
was named Honorable Mention as a freshman. The senior has been
outstanding for the Beacons this season with a balanced offensive attack,
netting 21 goal sto rank second on the team and sixth in ECAC East, while her
0.78 goals per game average places her seventhin the nation. A co-captain for
UMB, she hastallied 23 assists, the fourth-highest total in school history, to
put her fifth among conference leadersaswell as 13thin NCAA 11 with 0.85
per game. The forward’s 44 points in 27 games is the third-highest mark in
school annalsand ranks her third in ECAC East, while her rate of 1.63 per game
is the ninth-highest mark in the country. Belmonte has been potent on the "
power play aswell, netting a school-record seven goal's, with the advantage, to rank 11th in the nation
and fifth on the ECAC East list, while her 14 points on the power play are the seventh-most among
league players. The Fontbonne Academy product came into the season with high expectations, being
named to the USCHO.com Pre-Season Honorable Mention squad and has been one of the Beacons'
most consistent players, racking up at least one point in 20 of 27 contests, including ateam-leading 14
multi-point outings. She also potted at least two goals on seven occasions, including her seventh
career hat trick to go with two assists vs. Castleton State College on February 4. The hat trick marked
the most goals in school-history by a senior at UMB as did her four assists at College of the Holy
Crosson February 10. Belmontetied for the team-high with an eight-game scoring streak, tallying 23
points for an average of 2.9 points per game from January 28 to February 16 and also owned afour-
game streak of at |east one goal with atotal of nine during the string from January 28 to February 4. She
was named the ECAC East Player of the Week for the second timein her career for the week of January
29to February 4.

Wigmore becomes just the second defenseman in school history to be
selected as high as the ECAC East's Second Team. The senior led UMass
Boston’sbluelinersin points (13), goals (eight) and assists (five), whileranking
41st in the nation in points per game by a defenseman with 0.52. The assistant
captain also stands 14th among ECAC East defenseman for total points. She
. stepped up her play vs. top opponents, putting together a three-game point-
streak in consecutive games against ECAC East tournament top seeded
Rochester Institute of Technology, conference regular-season champion Saint
Anselm College and the league’s number three seed New England College from
November 5to November 11 and also tallied an assist in the Beacon’s5-2 ECAC
East quarterfinals victory over University of Southern Maine on February 24
and netted apair of goalsat RIT in the semifinals. The Pomfret School product owned another three-
game point-streak from January 6-9, including acareer-high two goalsat State University of New York-
Cortland on January 6.

Ciarlettaisthe only player in school history to be named to the ECAC East All-Conferenceteamin
all four years of play, having been named to the Second Team as afreshman and sophomore and to the
First Team asajunior. The senior led the Beaconswith 22 goal's, which ranksfifth anong ECAC East
players and her 0.81 goals per game mark is the fifth-highest rate in the nation. The forward places
second for UMass Boston with 38 points and ranks seventh in ECAC East and 12th in the country with
1.41 points per outing. Her total of 16 assistsisthe second-best on the team and puts her 10th among
conference leaders. The graduate of Watertown High School made her goals
count, registering five game-winnersto rank fourth in the nation and the league
and her seven power play goals match Belmontefor the school-record. Ciarletta
started the season slowly without apoint in her first four games, but picked it up
i quickly, notching at least onepoint in 19 of her last 23 games, including 10 multi-
"N point efforts and seven tilts with two or more goals. She owned three point-
streaks of four games or longer, including an eight-game stretch that saw her
tally 21 points, including back-to-back hat tricksfor her second and third of the
season to give her a school-record 11 for her career. Ciarletta racked up a
. school-record matching six points on three goals and three assists at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology on February 9 and was later named
ECAC Player of the Week for her effortsfor the eighth timein her career.




