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UMass Boston defeated Southern
Maine, 5-2, inthe ECAC East quarterfinals on Saturday and will play inthe semifinals
for the third time in four years of existence with atrip to Rochester, NY to take on
Rochester Institute of Technology at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday.

Senior forward Melissa Belmonte (South Boston, MA) netted a pair of goals,
including the eventual game-winner, to push her career total to 75.

Bemonte'sfirst god of theday cameon afeed from senior defenseman Melissa Wigmore
(Duxbury, MA) at 5:37 of thethird period and proved to bethe game-winner, givingUMB a3- Eﬁﬂ I!;I-Euq-%
Olead. Southern Maine pulled to within agoa when it scored at 9:12 of thefind period and .
again at the 12:56 mark of thethird stanza. Belmonte gave UM ass Boston some bregthing room with her
20th goal of the season, which wasa so her school-record tying seventh power play score of the season on
anasss fromjunior forward Katherine Wall (Arlington, MA) at 14:37 of thethird period for a4-2 margin.

Junior forward Lauren O’Connor (Everett, MA) opened the scoring for the Beaconswith her
first career shorthanded goal coming on ahel per from sophomore blueliner Sarah Cronin (Wakefield,
MA) at 4:17 of the second session. Freshman defenseman Stephanie Medeiros (Somerset, MA) set
up senior forward Andrea Ciarletta (Watertown, MA) for her 98th career goal to increase the - -
UM ass Boston lead to 2-0 with 1:48 | eft to go in the second period. Freshman defenseman Katelyn — Senior, Melissa Belmonte
Pohiman (Newton, MA) capped the scoring with an assist from freshman defenseman Amanda
Cianciulli (Billerica, MA) for apower play tally with 3:03 remaining in the game.

10-17, 5-9 LEC INHAT’S

B SEASON COMPLETE
Beacons' season cameto acloselast week, but not without some excitement and history.

UMass Boston travelled to Danbury, CT on February 20 to take on Western Connecticut
State and | eft with an 88-82 victory and adatein the Little East Conference semifinalsfor /g lum VS B

the second straight year. The Beacons streak of four consecutive LEC playoff wins, >
dating back to last season, cameto an end, however, with a79-67 lossto Keene Statein HAPPENED :

Providence, RI at Rhode Island College. !:%l%)
Senior swingman Tony Barros (Dorchester, MA) scored aschool-record 48 pointsto A0 {aWA onn%.%

lead UMass Boston over the Colonials. Barros netted 55% of the Beaconspointson 14 of IRV S CE RS =L R T AT B
28 shooting from thefield, including seven long three pointers, while connecting on 13 of

20 attempts from the free throw line, pulling down agame-high 13 rebounds and making seven steals. He also becamejust the
second player in school-history to eclipse the 1,900-point plateau.

The game seemed to get far out of WestConn’sreach after UM ass Boston built a24-point lead with 14:25 remaining in the
contest on two freethrows by Barros, but the Colonials battled back over the next 13 minutes and drew within three points, 81-
78following alay-up with 1:37 I€eft. It would beasclose asthey would get asthe Beacons canned seven of 10 freebiesincluding
threeof four attemptsby junior guard A. J. Titus (Roxbury, MA) inthefina 20 seconds. Titus, junior forward Amigo Paniagua
(Santiago, DR) andjunior forward Mark Doran (South Boston, MA) each added 10 pointsfor UMass Boston.

The Beacons took on Keene State on Friday at Rhode Island College, the tournament host, and found themselvestrailing
18-9with 9:58 left in thefirst half, but went on a16-6 run, fueled by 13 pointson four three-pointers, including afour-point play,
inlessthan three minutesfrom Barrosto give UM B a25-24 edge with 7:02 showing in thefirst half. The Owlscameright back
with a12-2 burst to built their lead to nine again and went into the break with a42-37 margin. Doran made alay-up and added a
freethrow for athree-point play to pull the Beacons even 46 secondsinto the second half, but it would be as cl ose asthey would
get as Keene State went on a 15-6 stretch to take a 57-48 advantage and led by as many as 16 the rest of the way.

Barrosfinished with ateam-high 19 pointsto go with six boards and apair of steals, before fouling out of hislast career
game with 8:44 to play. Paniagua posted a double-double of 11 points and 11 rebounds to go with an assist.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 15-11, 8-6 LEC INIHHAT’S

came to an end with an 87-52 loss to Western Connecticut State in the
quarterfinals of the Little East Conference tournament. The Beacons did
finish with aschool-record tying 15 winswith a15-11 season.

Junior, LaKeisha Tucker

MEN’S HOCKEY

Belidedidn't have much timeto get hisfeet wet, but after completing hisfirst
season as a Head Coach, he laid the groundwork for a successful program. WHAT
The team won its highest total of games in seven years and his knack for
recruiting quality playersreally showed in theteam’simprovement.

The Beacons' season cameto an end on Saturday night with an 8-2 loss
in Northfield, VT to the nation’'s seventh-ranked team, Norwich University.

f"Fa /omte pre~game’ song to get’ pur(:rped ol -

Freshman, Russ Peterson

NEXT 7

UMass Boston's season S =r:Xsie]N[ee)\Y = N =gy =

WHAT

Theteamsweretied at 12-12 [nP-N=de=d = N|—1 9 B d
with 13:25 showing in thefirst half

before the Colonials ripped off 11 m‘ sl'rl%
straight points, capped by a three-
pointer to give them a 23-12 advantage with 9:38 left to play in the
opening half. UMass Boston responded with five unanswered points
from junior center Alicia Querusio (Somerville, MA) to pull towithin
23-17 at 7:16 of thefirst session, but Western Connecticut shot back
with a13-5 burst to take a 36-22 |ead with 2:50 remaining in thefirst
half. The Colonials maintained itslead and took a 38-28 advantage
into the break. Western Connecticut busted out of the gate in the
second half and never looked back, holding the Beacons to just 10
points over 13:29 into the second stanza, while scoring 31 points to
takea69-38lead with 6:31 to play inthegame. The Colonialscruised
to thewin from there.

Junior guard LaKeisha Tucker (Pawtucket, RI) led UMass
Bostonwith 13 points, five rebounds, four assists and added a blocked
shot, while Querusio finished with 11 points on 5-8 from the floor in
addition to three rebounds in 13 minutes of action. Senior guard
Kristen Reske (Duxbury, MA) playedin her 102nd career gametotie
Andreen Gilpin (1998-2003) for the all-time UMB mark and netted 11
points and added three rebounds.

5-20-1, 3-16-0 ECAC |\~ A TS
NEXT 7

Head Coach Peter IS]=/aS{O/N[®{0)\V/ oWy I =

ISl LSy

UMass Boston took an early
1-0lead when sophomore forward Michael Muolo (Stoneham, MA)
netted a power play goal just 2:36 into the contest with sophomore
forward Marcus Fajardo (New York, NY) and freshman forward Adam
Larrabee (Beverly, MA) assisting for a1-0 edge. The Cadetswasted
no timein responding with agoal coming just 23 seconds later to tie
itat 1-1. Norwichwould scorefivemoretimesto takea6-1 advantage,
before freshman defenseman Steve Ebbole (Wheaton, IL) took afeed
fromfellow blueliner Russ Peterson (Fraser, MI) and potted hisfirst
collegiategoal at the 5:18 mark of thethird period to makeit 6-2. The
Cadets added two more goals to cruise to victory. Freshman
godtender Ryan Donovan (Rexford, NY) stopped 29 shotsin 46:26 of
action, while sophomore Chris Testa (Massapequa, NY) turned away
all five shots that he faced in the final 13:34 of action. Donovan

_ finisheshisfirst year with Beaconswith aschool-record 898 savesin

an all-time program-high 1404:33 minutes of action. Hesaw actionin
aschool-record 25 games and posted thefirst sub-4.00 goals against
average of a UMB goalie in seven years at 3.97, while posting the
third-highest save percentage (.906) in school annals and registering
the first shutout at UM ass Boston since January 16, 1999.

HAPPENED 7



BARROS AND PANIAGUA NAMED TO LITTLE EAST
CONFERENCE MEN’S BASKETBALL FIRST TEAM

Tony Barros (Dorchester, MA) and Amigo Paniagua (Santiago, DR)
were both named Little East Conference First Team All-Stars for the second
straight year, while Rodney Bennett (Mattapan, MA) was selected to the All-
Defensive squad for the second straight year.

Barros becomes just the second player in school history to be named to
the LEC First Team twice and thefirst player to be named to the league’sAll-
Star First or Second team three times. The senior led the conference with a
career-high 23.5 points per game, which ranks him ninthin NCAA 1Il andis
the fourth-highest scoring mark in school annals. He netted 634 pointsin 27
games for a single-season school record and led the league with 3.1 made
three-pointers per outing for 84 on the season, which places him 33rd in the
nation and isthe third-most in a season at UMB. The swingman also topped
the league and ranked seventh in the country with 3.2 steals per effort for a
total of 86, the fourth-highest total for a UMass Boston player and his .742
(144-194) free throw percentage ranked him 11th among league leaders in
accuracy from theline, while hisfree throws madetotal placeshim second all-
timeamong UMB single-season leaders. Barroswasnamed the LEC Player of
the Week a league-high three times and proved to be a multidimensional
player, averaging 5.9 reboundsand 0.81 blockswith 22 rejectionsto rank 12th
and 11th, respectively, among LEC leaders. The Saint Sebastians product
was easily the league's most dangerous scorer, netting 40-plus points on
three occasions, including aschool-record 48 pointsto go with acareer-high
13 rebounds and added seven steals on February 20 in an 88-82 LEC
quarterfinalsvictory at Western Connecticut State University. The6'4" guard
netted double-digitsin all but three contests and poured in 30 or more points
six times, while averaging 30.4 pointsin afive-game stretch from February 10-
20. The Beacons most prolific three-point shooter in history, connected on at
least one three-pointer in 23 of 27 outings, including three or more 14 times
and acareer-high of ninetreys on November 25 vs. Colby-Sawyer Collegein
thefinal game of aschool-record 48-game streak with at least one three-point
field goal made by the wing player. Barros showed that he could live within
the three-point stripe, making six or more free throws in a game 10 times,
including aschool-record 18 in 19 attempts (.944) vs. Plymouth State University
onJanuary 9. Theteam’slone senior came up with at least one steal inall but
two games on the campaign and registered multiple-theft games 23 times as
well as blocking at least one shot in 17 outings.

University of Massachusetts Boston women'sbasketball player LaKeisha
Tucker (Pawtucket, R1) hasbeen named a Little East Conference First Team
All-Star it was announced by the conference.

Tucker becomesthefirst Beacons' player to take First Team honorssince
2002-03, after averaging 15.3 points per gameto lead UM ass Boston and rank
fourth among the Little East Conference leaders. The junior owned a potent
combination of outside and inside offensive skills, making 40 three-point field
goalsin 26 gamesfor an average of 1.54 per gameto rank sixth in theleague,
while leading the conference with a school-record .868 (112-129) free throw
percentage, which ranked asthe 12th most-accuratein NCAA I11. Theguard's
.345 (40-116) three-point field goal mark was the fifth-most efficient in the
league and her .424 (123-290) field goal percentage ranked her 10th among
LEC leaders. When the Providence Country Day School product wasn't

Paniaguais selected to the First Team for the second consecutive season
and becomesthefirst UMass Boston junior to makethat claim. The swingman
averaged 14.8 points and 7.0 rebounds per game to rank fifth in the league,
while showing great improvement in his stroke from beyond the three-point
arc, leading the conference in three-point field goal accuracy with a.483 (29-
60) mark. The Dominican Republic native was also dependable from the free
throw line, canning 65 of 88 attempts for a career-best .739 percentage and
averaged 1.38 steals per effort to stand 12th among LEC leaders in both
categories. Paniaguastepped up hisplaymaking aswell, dishing for 2.7 assists
to rank 10th in the league. The Dorchester High School graduate began the
season by scoring 29 points on 12-18 from the floor at Fitchburg State College
on November 21 and netted double-digits in 21 of 26 games, including six
outingswith 20 or more points and a season-high effort of 31 pointsto go with
13 rebounds vs. Western Connecticut State on January 27 for one of three
double-doubles on the season. The forward's outside shooting was an added
weapon to his offensive arsenal, shooting 50% or better from three-point
territory in 15 contests, while grabbing at |east one steal in 18 games. Healso
pulled down eight or more boards on 14 occasions, including a season-high
14 at UMass Dartmouth on February 6, 2007. He became the school's 12th
player to eclipse the 1,000 career-point plateau on January 4 vs. College of the
Ozarks and finished the season with 1,267 career points to rank fifth on the
Beacons' dl-timelist.

Bennett isnamed to the Little East Conference All-Defensive Team for the
second straight year after leading the conference in blocks per game with a
career-high 43 rejections in 24 games for an average of 1.8 per game, which
ranks 48th among NCAA Division |11 players. The 6’8" big man also ripped
down 6.7 rebounds per game to rank seventh in the league and came up with
acareer-high 19 steals. The center wasn't too shabby on the offensive end of
the floor either, averaging 9.9 points per game, while shooting .522 (95-182)
from thefloor to lead UMass Boston and rank fifth among conference leaders.
The Newton North High School product connected on 70% (48-69) of hisfree
throw attemptsand doled out acareer-best 44 assistsfor 1.8 per game. Bennett
registered at least one block in 18 of 24 games, including a string of nine
contests and swatted at | east two or more shotsin 13 outings. The sophomore
stood tall to match a school-record with seven blocks at Western Connecticut
State on December 9 and registered doubl e-digitsin either points or rebounds
in 13 games and posted ateam-high six double-doubles.

scoring, she was getting others involved with 2.7 assists to place sixth in the
Little East. The5'4" Tucker also grabbed 4.3 rebounds per gameto rank third
on the team and came up with 27 steals to stand fourth for the Beacons. Her
total of free throws made was the fifth-highest in school history and included
astretch where she canned 30 straight from January 16-27 and a string where
she made 44 of 45 freebiesfor a98% successrate. She netted double-digitsin
scoringin 19 of 26 games, including 10 gameswith 20 or more and was named
Little Conference Player of the Week on two occasions. She poured in a
season-high 30 points, including 18 of 19 from the freethrow lineto establish
a new school-standard for free throws made in a game, on January 27 vs.
Western Connecticut State University during astretch of six gameswhere she
averaged 23.5 points per game from January 16-27.



