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HAMILTON, SAVAGE LEAD EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE MEN’S LACROSSE OVER UMASS BOSTON, 17-8
BOSTON, MA – Senior midfielder Pete Hamilton (Rutland, VT) tallied seven points, including four goals, and junior attackman Matthew Savage (Southington, CT) picked up six points, including three goals, to lead the Eastern Connecticut State University men’s lacrosse team over host University of Massachusetts Boston, 17-8, today in a Little East Conference contest at the Clark Athletic Center field on the campus of UMass Boston.  The Beacons fall to 4-10 to conclude the regular season, including 1-5 in LEC play, while the Warriors improve to 10-6 and a perfect 6-0 in league play.  
Eastern Connecticut outshot UMass Boston, 56-23, and netted the afternoon’s first 10 goals, including two from Hamilton and three from Savage during that stretch.  Hamilton put the Warriors on the board with 8:24 left in the first quarter, before they scored two more times in the next 2:08 to take a 3-0 lead.  Eastern scored two more goals in the final 1:31 of the first quarter with both scores coming 25 seconds apart to give the visitors a 5-0 lead after one period of play.
Senior attackman Tyler Prescott (Norwalk, CT) found the back of the net for the Warriors with a man-up goal at 8:35 of the second quarter, while freshman attackman Brendan Hoppey (Shoreham, NY) followed with a man-up goal of his own at 6:07 of the second quarter to give Eastern Connecticut a 10-0 advantage.  Senior midfielder Nick Thomo (Brookfield, MA) broke into the scoring column for the Beacons with 3:09 left in the second quarter, before Eastern Connecticut sophomore attackman Vinny Tornatore scored just 56 seconds later to give it an 11-1 lead.  Junior middie Robert Schwartz (Philadelphia, PA) capped the first half scoring for UMass Boston with 66 seconds left to cut the deficit to 11-2. 
Prescott netted his second man-up goal of the day for the Warriors to extend their lead to 12-2 with 11:40 showing in the third quarter, but the Beacons reeled off three unanswered goals, with freshman attackman John Canty (Milton, MA) winning the ensuing face-off and racing down the field to score just nine seconds later to begin the string.  Sophomore midfielder Johnny Ruiz (Longmeadow, MA) and freshman middie Jared Kinch (Cohasset, MA) each followed with man-up tallies for UMB to pull it to within 12-5 with 8:26 to go in the third quarter.  Junior midfielder DJ Simmons (Mystic, CT) netted the next two goals for Eastern Connecticut to take a 14-5 advantage with 5:02 left in the third quarter, before Kinch scored just seven seconds later to make it 14-6.   
Hamilton netted the first two goals of the fourth quarter, while being man-up, to increase the Warriors’ lead to 16-5.  Thomo sandwiched his final two goals of the game for UMass Boston around a goal from Eastern Connecticut’s Pat Gority (Glastonbury, CT) to set the final at 17-8.
Sophomore goalie Aaron Pollock (Belmont, MA) stopped 17 of 33 shots for the Beacons in 51:32 of play, before yielding to junior Chris Testa (Massapequa, NY), who turned away one of two shots in the final 8:28.  Junior Kyle Savage (Southington, CT) earned the win for the Warriors with six saves on 12 shots, before freshman Stephen Goomrigian (Norwalk, CT) closed out the contest in the final 9:09.
Simmons and Hoppey each added a pair of assists to their respective days for Eastern Connecticut, while Hamilton picked up a game-high seven ground balls.  Canty was credited with two assists to lead UMass Boston, while Kinch came up with seven ground balls as well.
UMass Boston will be the sixth seed in the LEC Tournament and travel to Danbury, CT on April 29 to take on number three seed Western Connecticut State University, while the Warriors receive a bye as the top team and will host the winner of University of Massachusetts Dartmouth and Plymouth State on May 1. 
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