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UMASS BOSTON BASEBALL COMES BACK AND HANGS ON FOR 10-9 WIN OVER WESTERN CONNECTICUT STATE TO ADVANCE IN LEC TOURNAMENT
KEENE, NH – The University of Massachusetts Boston baseball team scored four runs in the top of the ninth inning and staved off a Western Connecticut State University rally to come away with a 10-9 victory today in Keene, NH in the elimination game of the Little East Conference Tournament.  The Beacons improve to 16-25 on the season and will play tomorrow at Owls Stadium on the campus of Keene State College at 12 noon with the opponent yet to be determined, while the Colonials finish their season with a 17-24 mark.
UMass Boston entered the ninth inning, trailing, 8-6, but freshman shortstop Ryan Walsh (Newton, MA) greeted the Western Connecticut closer with a blast to left field that landed short of the fence for a double to extend his hitting streak to 16 straight games.  Classmate Timothy Fontaine (Worcester, MA) traded places with Walsh with his school-record tying 15th double of the season to pull UMB to within 8-7.  Freshman Nicholas Martin (Mattapoisett, MA) pinch ran for Fontaine and was immediately pressed into service, advancing to third on a wild pitch and then scoring when senior Mike Dorval (Belchertown, MA) came through with a single up the middle to knot the contest at 8-8.  The Beacons’ bench was called into action again when sophomore Matthew Riech (Hauppauge, NY) pinch ran and immediately stole second base.  Junior second baseman Casey Rice (Canandaigua, NY) followed by ripping a single that exploded at the Colonials’ second baseman’s feet and skipped into right field allowing Riech to race home with the go-ahead run for UMass Boston.  Rice stole second base and then went to third when pinch-hitter Danny Arenas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) singled through the left side.  Rice then scored when the Beacons faked a squeeze play with him running hard down the line to induce a balk from the Western Connecticut reliever and give UMB a 10-8 margin.  Junior catcher Rob Bedard (Uncasville, CT), who entered the game in the previous inning as a defensive replacement, doubled to lead off the bottom of the ninth for West Conn and was pinch-run for by Matt Inzitari, who moved to third on a passed ball.  Sophomore designated hitter Dan Baccaro (Berlin, CT) singled through the left side to score Inzitari and cut the deficit to 10-9 for the Colonials.  Western Connecticut sophomore center fielder John Callahan (Shelton, CT) then reached when his sacrifice bunt for was fielded by the UMB catcher and thrown away at second base to allow both runners safe haven at first and second base.  UMass Boston relief pitcher Tom Michael (Manchester, NH) then induced a pop-up and a 6-4-3 double play to end the game. 
The teams matched each other with a run each in the first and third innings to set the score at 2-2.  Sophomore left fielder Drew Tambling (Sterling, MA) reached on a one-out bunt single for the Beacons in the top of the first inning and later came around to score when Fontaine singled to center field and Tambling drew a throw to third base to cause a run-down that ended in him scoring the first run of the game.  The Colonials answered in the bottom of the frame when sophomore shortstop Sam McNeil (Gales Ferry, CT) singled through the left side to lead off the inning and later scored on a two-out single up the middle by Baccaro to tie it at 1-1.  UMass Boston reclaimed the lead when Tambling legged out a triple to right center field to lead off the third and scored on a ground out to third base by Walsh to make it 2-1.  West Conn came right back when McNeil beat out a one-out single to shortstop, stole second base and later scored on a two-out single through the left side by senior catcher Matt Gardiner (Terryville, CT) for a 2-2 tie.

The Colonials took a 6-2 lead in the fourth with four runs, highlighted by a two-run single to right center field by sophomore right fielder Dan Amarante (Cheshire, CT) and a sacrifice fly to left field by McNeil.  West Conn tacked on another run when Baccaro cracked a one-out double down the right field line in the bottom of the fifth and scored on a single up the middle by junior center fielder Ryan Koschmieder (Groton, CT) to give the Colonials a 7-2 advantage.  The Beacons got four runs back in the sixth when they loaded the bases and junior center fielder Ryan Oshima (La Jolla, CA) cleared the bases with a booming three-run triple to right center field.  Oshima then scored on a botched squeeze play when the pitcher interfered with his progress in the baseline during a run-down to pull UMB to within 7-6.  Western Connecticut got a run back in the bottom of the inning when Amarante led off with a single to center field, advanced to second on a walk by freshman second baseman Zack Dandrea (Wanaque, NJ), moved to third on a passed ball and scored on a fielder’s choice by junior left fielder Nick Ross (Oakdale, CT) for an 8-6 lead.   
Michael (3-3) picked up the win in relief for UMass Boston, allowing two runs (one earned) on five hits and a walk in four and two-thirds innings, while striking out four.  Sophomore right-hander Joe Postemsky (Windham, CT) was charged with the loss for the Colonials, giving up three runs on three hits in a third of an inning of relief.  
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