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 HAROULES, O’CONNOR LEAD UMASS BOSTON SOFTBALL TO SWEEP OVER MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME ACADEMY, 9-0, 17-3
Haroules Throws First Career No-Hitter for the Beacons
BOSTON, MA – Junior pitcher Courtney Haroules (Littleton, MA) threw her first career no-hitter and junior Lauren O’Connor (Everett, MA) collected six hits and drove in seven runs to lead the University of Massachusetts Boston softball team to a doubleheader sweep over visiting Massachusetts Maritime Academy today, winning the first game, 9-0, and the nightcap, 17-3.  The Beacons extend their win streak to three games and have now won four of their last five contests to improve to 7-26 on the season, while the Buccaneers fall to 1-24.  Both games were halted after five innings of play, due to the eight-run mercy rule.

Haroules allowed just three walks and hit a batter, while striking out eight and allowing no hits in five innings to improve to 4-19 on the season for UMass Boston.
The Beacons jumped out to a 5-0 lead in the bottom of the second inning when O’Connor put them on the board with a double to left center to score Haroules, who opened the frame with a walk.  Sophomore shortstop Maria Nasta (Andover, MA) followed with a walk and freshman designated player Leigh Hammontree (Westport, MA) later singled to load the bases for sophomore second baseman Amanda Cianciulli (Billerica, MA), who cleared the bases with a triple down the left field line to give UMB a 4-0 lead.  Cianciulli came home on a ground out by freshman left fielder Kristine Faffley (Westmoreland, NY).  
UMass Boston added three more runs in the third when junior catcher Jenn Widener (Hyde Park, MA) opened the inning with a bunt single and Haroules drew a walk to set up a two-run double to center field by O’Connor, who later scored on the back end of a double steal to give the Beacons an 8-0 advantage.  UMass Boston tacked on one more run in the fourth when Faffley legged out an inside-the-park home run to center field to open the frame and give UMB a 9-0 lead.

Junior Cali Longtin suffered the loss for Massachusetts Maritime, allowing nine runs on eight hits and five walks in four innings, while striking out two.  O’Connor finished with three hits, including a pair of doubles, and three runs batted in, while Cianciulli knocked in three runs and Faffley drove in two for UMass Boston.
The Beacons scored at least four runs in each of the first four innings of the second game and took a 4-0 lead in the first inning, courtesy of an O’Connor RBI single and a three-run double to center field off the bat of junior first baseman Leanne Meninger (Everett, MA).  UMass Boston scored five more times in the second, highlighted by a two-run single by Widener and an RBI single by Faffley.  The Beacons took a 13-0 advantage after three innings of play with four runs in the third when Nasta opened the inning with a triple to right field and later scored on an error.  Widener cracked a triple to drive in a run as well during the frame for UMass Boston.  The Buccaneers got three runs back in the top of the fourth when junior third baseman Kristina Knowles reached on an error to open the inning, sophomore shortstop Jess O’Meara was hit by a pitch and, after an out, freshman first baseman Katie Maynard singled to load the bases to set up a bases load walk by senior second baseman Kerri Berthelette to bring home Mass Maritime’s first run of the day.  Sophomore Kaitlin O’Donnell pinch hit and worked another walk to force in another run and freshman outfielder Ashley Mercer singled to center field to cut the deficit to 13-3.  Widener ripped her second triple of the game to plate three runs and fuel a four-run fourth for the Beacons, which included an RBI double by O’Connor as well.

Haroules picked up her second win of the day, going three one-hit innings of shutout ball, including four strikeouts, while Longtin took the loss for the Buccaneers, allowing 17 runs (10 earned) on 13 hits and three walks to go with three strikeouts.  Widener finished with three hits and six RBI in the second game for UMB, while O’Connor collected three hits and four runs batted in.     
The Beacons will be in action again on Saturday, April 26 when they travel to Plymouth, NH for a Little East Conference doubleheader vs. Plymouth State University at 1:00 p.m., while Mass Maritime hosts Fitchburg State for a noon twinbill on April 26.
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